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NJAFM Board Agenda
Wednesday June 7, @ 8:00 AM 

	Call-in Info:

	
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86708748389?pwd=ZGk4ZHZKV25vN0F1LzlnWWtjdldGZz09
Meeting ID:  867 0874 8389
Passcode: 399135 
Phone:  13052241968,,86708748389# US

	

	



1. Call to Order

	Executive Committee:
	
	Committee Chairs:

	X Elissa Commins, Chair
	
	X Legislative Chair – Rebecca “Becky” Jones

	X Chris Crane, Vice-Chair
	
	X Conference Chair – Mike Graham

	X Sean O’Leary, Treasurer
	
	☐ Conference Chair – Mark Mauriello

	X Ann Holtzman, Secretary
	
	☐ Membership – Chris Theodos

	X Vince Mazzei, Past Chair
	
	X Outreach – Tom Slowinski

	
	
	☐ Training – Jim Galantino

	
	
	☐ Stormwater – Bryan Specht

	
	
	X CRS – Joseph Ruggeri

	General Membership:
	
	☐ CRS – Neil Byrne

	X Joe Barris, Executive Director
	
	X Awards/Scholarship – Elissa Commins

	☐ Greg Westfall, Training Coord
	
	☐ Insurance – Tyler Ardron

	
	
	


	Also in attendance: Bryan Specht, Anton Getz, George Ibrahim, and Andrew Banff

2. Adoption of Minutes:  NJAFM Board Meeting, Wednesday, April 5, 2023
Motion to approve by Sean, seconded by Mike.  Approved by voice vote.

3.	Treasurer Report –Banking Account Update.
a. Month beginning balance = $80,086.74
b. Income = $3,265.68
c. Expenses = $5,396.45
d. Net Paypal = $10,858.21
e. Ending = $88,814.18
f. Accounts receivable include 2022 conference fees from FEMA and NJDEP.
g. 2022 Tax Filing Status – extension filed. Should be completed within the month.

4.	Committee Reports

	☐Legislative Chair – Rebecca “Becky” Jones
Governor signed ‘storm act’ setting up State revolving fund for homeowner elevation projects.
Heard about ‘tax holiday’ for flood preparedness supplies; only includes basic supplies, i.e. batteries, etc. Doesn’t include mitigation equipment or materials like flood vents, etc.
Discounts for mitigation no longer being applied under Risk Rate 2.0
LA suing FEMA over Risk Rating 2.0; NJ has not joined suit (yet).
Also aware of an issue with ‘national violation tracker’ and FEMA; no oversight on inaccurate information; FEMA not cleaning up data; will not provide access to local FPMs

	☐Conference Chair – Mike Graham, Mark Mauriello
Agenda is done. Went through issues from last year and have resolved almost all.
Building officials have added a separate session on Tuesday. Joe is working on outreach with universities. 
Plenary sessions coming together well.
Keynote set with George Seagal, director of “Last House Standing” documentary. 
Inter-agency council on climate resiliency.  Ethics trainer back for another year.
Need abstracts; sending out another blast.
Blast just went out for awards; info up on the website.

	☐ Membership – Chris Theodos
Tabled

	☐ Outreach – Tom Slowinski
Putting order together for swag.  Going to PA conference in Sept.  Sean will be attending as well.

	☐ Training – Jim Galantino
Andrew noted June 23 webinar planned on CRS requirements (flood elevation cert).
Discussion of course fees.

	☐ Stormwater – Bryan Specht
Letter written on inland flood protection rules; have stepped back on that and transitioned to coastal rule review; sent Joe and Elissa draft copy of letter (on new business)
Subject for one of the plenary sessions.

	☐ CRS – Joseph Ruggeri, Neil Byrne
NFIP training w/Anton, 2 days, July 24 and Aug 23; cost same as last year.  
Administration and model permit trainings scheduled for June 14 and 27.
Letter of map change seminar also coming up on June 16.

	☐ Awards/Scholarship – Elissa Commins
Five scholarship winners were sent to national conference. Announced scholarships for NJ conference last week. Wants to make awards luncheon more of an event.

	☐ Insurance – Tyler Ardron
Mike noted that Tyler is at national flood conference in DC; primary topic is the lawsuits over RR2.

	☐ Student Leadership – Laurie Ferraras
Laurie resigned. Elissa and Joe are working on a replacement. 





5.	New Business
A. NJAFM Stormwater Committee drafted letter to NJDEP regarding REAL 2.0.
Committee has requested in-person meeting with DEP. Vince commented that he’d be happy to coordinate meeting with the committee.
Elissa will forwarded the letter to the rest of executive committee.

B. NFIP Course Offering for CFM exam.
Elissa understands that paper exams have been eliminated.  Group discussed whether NJAFM should continue to host exam session on Thursday of conference or just leave it to everyone to take the on-line proctored exam.  If NJAFM hosts the exam will we have to provide laptops or tables; will each person be responsible for bringing their own laptop; will there be sufficient wifi access for multiple testers?

C. Elevation Certificate Training, already touched on.

D. NJAFM Event App.  Sarah working on.

E. NJCRC - New Jersey Coastal Resilience Collaborative Conference (March 18-22, 2024)
announced.  Overlapping with DEP conference event.  Joe is conference chair; will be discussing Friday.

F. Student liaison.  Elissa reaching out. 

G. Open floor for new business
Vince advised that DEP has filed ‘inland flood protection rule’ document; 853 comments, OAL reviewing.  Expected to be in July 3 or 17 register.  Vince volunteered to do hour-long information session.

6.	Old Business
A. NJAFM Stormwater Policy Position Paper
Stormwater committee has moved off of policy paper for the time being and is currently focusing more on coastal flood protection rules to provide feedback on those.

B. ASFPM Conference Overview
Conference was good; RR2 was major topic.
Vince noted that his session on NJ initiatives was very well received. NJ doing more than any other State.

C. Executive Director MOA
No comments or changes were recommended. Motion made to approve by Elissa, seconded by Ann.  Adopted by unanimous voice vote.

D. NJMCA- New Jersey Mosquito Control Association Conference (March 18-22, 2024)
Would like NJAFM to come make an introduction of our organization at their event. Someone on the Board will handle.


E. Open Floor for old business
We’ve discovered that NJAFM has two Facebook pages. We’re trying to eliminate the second one. George offered to help Sara and Joe to resolve.
 
7.   Executive Director - Refer to Executive Director’s report
	Distributed to executive committee.  Any questions please contact Joe directly.

8.	Open Floor
Elissa asked if we could move July 5th meeting moved to July 12th.  
Motion made by Elissa, seconded by Tom.  Approved by voice vote.
Calendar and Zoom link will be updated.

9. 	Motion to Adjourn
Motion to adjourn by Sean, seconded by Chris.  Approved by voice vote. 
   


Next NJAFM Board Meeting
Online via Zoom, Wednesday, July 12, 2023 @ 8am 
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